Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

Lambda Chapter Alpha Zeta State

Standing Rules(circa 1990)
Definitions:
Chapter: Lambda Chapter

State: Alpha Zeta State, New Jersey

International: The Delta Kappa Society International

Constitution: Constitution of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

Handbook: The Delta Kappa Society International

Preamble:
Lambda Chapter is governed primarily by the Constitution of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. These standing rules have been prepared by to the guide the chapter in carrying out the work of the society, If there is a conflict between these rules and the Constitution, or these rules and the Alpha Zeta State By-Laws.

Article I. Name
The name of the chapter shall be the Lambda Chapter of Alpha Zeta State, New Jersey, of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, hereafter known as Lambda Chapter.
Article II. Object
The object of Lambda Chapter shall be to promote the purposes of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International found in the Constitution, Article II.
Article III. Membership
A. Membership in the Lambda Chapter shall be granted, maintained and or terminated according to the Constitution, Article III.

B. Names and qualifications of prospective members shall be presented by the membership committee at a regular chapter meeting before December 31 of each year, Voting shall take place the same meeting.  A favorable vote of at least 4/5 of the vote cast shall be required for election to membership.

C. The procedure for termination of membership:

a. The secretary shall contact the member who fails to attend meetings regularly and encourage them to attend.

b. If additional meeting are missed, the secretary, by mail, shall request an explanation for the absence. This shall be forwarded to the Executive Board, which shall determine the most appropriate course of action.

D. The following criteria have been established for chapter honorary memberships:
a. The nominees must live within Lambda’s territory

b. The nominee cannot be eligible for active membership

c. The nominee has given distinguished serve to education or to women

d.  The nominee must be elected by 4/5 of the chapter’s membership

e. Only one person per shall be nominated

f. The member submitting a name should a biography for chapter consideration by October 31.

g. Initiation shall occur at the May meeting. The chapter will provide the pin, a rose and the $25.00 lifetime fee for publications.

Article IV. Finances

A. Dues and fees to International and State shall be in accordance with the Constitution, Article IV and the State By-Laws, Article IV.
B. Chapter dues for active members shall be an amount to be determined by a 2/3 vote of the members present at the time of adoption of the annual budget.

C. Dues for the reserve members shall be an amount equal to the 50% of active member dues. 

D. Members may be assessed in amounts and for purposes to be determined by a 2/3 vote of the members in attendance at a regular chapter meeting.

E. The annual budget shall be provided for the chapter president, or designee, to attend the International Convention and/or NE Regional Conference. Expenditure shall not exceed $500.00 for her biennium.
Article V. Officers

A. The Lambda Officers shall be:
a. President

b. Vice President

c. Secretary

d. Treasurer(appointed)

e. Parliamentarian (appointed)

B. Duties of chapter officers are specified in Article IV, Section B of the International Constitution and the handbook. Additional duties of Lambda Officers are as follows:
a. The President

i. Shall make every effort to attend the International Convention and/or Regional Conference at the beginning of her biennium.

ii. Shall appoint a Treasurer and Parliamentarian before the installation of officers at the beginning of the President’s biennium, with the approval of the Executive Board.
b. The Vice President

i. Shall serve as presiding officer on the absence of the president

ii. In the event of the death or resignation of a president, succeed to the office and shall serve until the next the regular election of officers.

iii. Shall be named to a committee chairmanship

iv. Shall perform other duties as may be assigned by the President or Executive Board

c. The Secretary 

i. Shall keep a record of  member attendance at all chapter meetings

ii. Shall follow all procedures for the termination of membership according to the provisions of Article III, Section C.
d. The Treasurer shall purchase the President’s pin for presentation at the installation of officers

Article VII. Committees
A. The members of the Executive Board shall be elected officers the immediate past president and the chairmen of the following standing committees: finance, membership, history, nominations, program of work and communications

B. The Executive Board shall meet at least twice each year, Additional meetings may be held at the call of the President.

C. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the voting members present.

D. When the need arises, the other chapter members may be invited to attend meetings of the Executive Board.

E. Each member of the Executive Board shall maintain materials pertinent to her biennium and important to the work of the chapter, incorporate them into the permanent records of her office/committee and surrender to her successor all the appropriate and official materials to be maintained in perpetuity. Materials not considered essential should be kept no longer than two years following each biennium of service.
Article VII. Committees

A. Committee Structure
a. Standing committees shall be:

i. Society Business

1. Finance

2. Membership

3. History

4. Nominations(elected)

ii. Program of work--The duties of the following committees as described in the Constitution and Handbook shall be assigned to specific members of the Program of Work Committee
1. Personal Growth and Services

2. Professional Affairs

3. Research

4. Music

iii. Educational Services

1. Communications

2. Scholarship/ World Fellowship

iv. Other

1. Rituals

2. Audit

3. Social

v. Special Committees- the president may appoint special committees to carry out work of the chapter. Except in emergencies, this shall be done with the consent of the chapter.

B. Duties

a. The Finance committee
i. Shall annually submit a proposed budget to the Executive Board for recommendation to and adoption by the chapter by a 2/3 vote at the last chapter meeting of the fiscal year.

b. The Membership Committee 

i. Shall carry out the activities specified in a current edition of the Handbook according to the time requirements of Alpha Zeta State
ii. Shall conduct the election of new members according to the provisions of Article III, Section B of these Standing Rules

iii. Shall prepare a telephone chain for a speedy relay of information for those members without computers

iv. Shall conduct an orientation session for prospective members before joining the Society.
c. The History Committee 

i. Shall maintain a file of chapter historical material, to include a photograph of each chapter president and/or one copy of each issue of the “Voice of Lambda,” Alpha Zeta State newsletter, DKG News and Delta Kappa Bulletin.

ii. Shall compile and maintain the chapter scrapbook and display it at appropriate official functions.

d. The Nominations Committee

i. Shall elect a chair when the officers are elected and shall consist of three members.
ii. Shall present in even numbered years a single slate of nominees for president vice president, secretary, and nominating chair. Before presenting the slate the committee shall ascertain that the nominees will serve if elected.

iii. The slate of nominees shall be announced in the chapter newsletter and at a regular chapter meeting prior to the meeting at which the election shall take place. Additional nominations may be made from the floor at that time.

iv. The election of officers for each biennium shall beheld prior to the Alpha Zeta State Convention in even numbered years.

v. The committee shall be guided by the suggestions outlined for Nominations Committee in the handbook, as long as they are consistent with Lambda Standing Rules.

e. The Program of Work Committee

i. Shall be responsible for the programs and activities related to personal growth, service to others, professional affairs, legislation and research. It shall be responsible for chapter music and social activities.

ii. Shall prepare the year’s program for the chapter by using the International theme, adjusting its focus to meet local needs and interests. The committee shall refer to the International program of work manual and the handbook for suggestions.
f. The Rituals Committee

i. Shall organize and carry out plans for the annual tea for the new initiates. It shall plan and conduct the biennial installation of the officers and an annual Founder’s Dayand/or chapter birthday observance.
ii. Shall be responsible for planning and conducting in-chapter initiation of new members, when and if this action is decided upon by the chapter.

iii. The committee shall provide/maintain the materials necessary for chapter rituals, ex) roses, vases, candles, models of crest and key.
g. The Communications Committee

i. Shall publish chapter newsletter to be call the “Voice of Lambda” at least three times a year. The newsletter shall include information about the chapter and state meetings members’ activities and other appropriate items.

ii. Shall provide information about the chapter for publication in the state newsletter.

iii. Shall see opportunities to publicize information about the chapter and/or its members in local regional media.

iv. Shall refer to the handbook for additional suggestions.

h. The Audit Committee

i. Shall examine the financial records at the end of each fiscal year and prepare written statements of its audit to be presented to the Executive Board at its first meeting of the fiscal new year.
i. The Yearbook Committee

i. Shall be responsible for preparation of the chapter section of the State yearbook.

Article VIII. Chapter Meetings
A. Regular chapter meetings shall be held at least four times a year.
B. The quorum shall be at least 25% of the active membership

C. Special meetings maybe held at the call of the president or by request of 25% of the members.

Article IX. Amendments


The standing rules may be amended or revised by a 2/3 vote of the members attending a regular meeting. Written notification of a proposal to amend or revise must be made at least two weeks prior to the meeting.

Article X. Dissolution 


The chapter will follow state by-laws.

Article XI. Parliamentary Authority


Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly revised, shall govern chapter proceedings in instances in which this authority is not inconsistent with the Constitution.
